.
Between the years 1996 and 2006 the Threatened Marine Species Recovery Center (CREMA) detected 14 strandings and sightings of hooded seals in the coasts surrounding the Strait of Gibraltar. Five strandings and the only three sightings occurred on the Spanish coasts of the Mediterranean Sea. CREMA or its stranding report network did not deal directly with the stranded or sighted individuals but there were good descriptions and photographs to confirm identification. The frequency of stranding and sighting of hooded seal individuals on the southern coast of Spain indicate that the migratory movements of this species are performed by groups of young animals less than one year old.
Bree, 1997a), the presence of this species on the western European coast is a rare phenomenon, especially in the case of adults (Derix & Van Bree, 1997) . In the Iberian Peninsula some hooded seals have been detected in Portugal, Galicia , Huelva (Ibáñez et al., 1988; Avellá et al., 1993) , Cádiz (Avellá et al., 1993) , and some areas near the Straits of Gibraltar. However, there is no previous report of the presence of this species in the Mediterranean Sea.
Between the years 1996 and 2006 the Threatened Marine Species Recovery Center (CREMA) detected 14 strandings and sightings of hooded seals on the coasts surrounding the Strait of Gibraltar (Table 1, Figure 1) . Five strandings and the only three sightings occurred on the Spanish coasts of the Mediterranean Sea.
All the reported data were confirmed. When CREMA or its stranding report network did not deal directly with the stranded or sighted individuals, there were good descriptions and photographs that allowed us to identify the species. Figure 1 shows that the species has been detected in different regions of the Spanish Mediterranean coast. There is no report of stranding or sighting of hooded seals east of the Gata cape. That is why we think that the Alboran Sea is the present limit of the sporadic incursion of this species in the Mediterranean Sea.
The finding of an individual in Melilla suggests that the species is likely distributed in a similar way on both coasts of the Alboran Sea, though there are no data to confirm this point.
In every case, the body length of the registered individuals was around 1 m and the body weight fluctuated between 20 and 25 kg, that is to say, they were young individuals born in the same year. This fact was confirmed by their fur colour, with grey and blue back and light abdomen (Figure 2) .
Most of the individuals previously detected near the Strait of Gibraltar were young. Only an adult pregnant female was detected in Huelva (Ibáñez et al., 1988) .
The frequency of stranding and sighting of hooded seal individuals on the southern coast of Spain indicate that the migratory movements of this species are performed by groups of young animals less than one year old. In addition, the detection of individuals in this area followed a discontinuous temporal pattern; reports of the species occurred in 1983 (Ibáñez et al., 1988 , Avellá et al., 1993 ), 1990 (Avellá et al., 1993 , Van Bree, 1997a ), and in 1996 , 1999 , 2001 and 2006 . This suggests that an unknown reason periodically contributes to the arrival of young hooded seals to these latitudes.
